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Organizations and Publications. Several changes have been made 
recently affecting the National Municipal League and the National 
Municipal Review. Dr. Harold W. Dodds, formerly of Western Reserve 
University, has been made secretary of the league, succeeding Clinton 
Rogers Woodruff, who resigned in December, 1919, after twenty-five 
years service in that office. Mr. Dodds is now also one of the editors 
of the Review. The official headquarters of the league and the Review 
have been moved from Philadelphia to 261 Broadway, New York City. 
Dr. A. R. Hatton has been made field secretary of the league. R. M. 
Goodrich, legal member of the staff of the Detroit Bureau of Govern- 
mental Research, has been made editor of the "judicial decisions" 
department of the Review. The Short Ballot Bulletin, which for about 
ten years had been published bimonthly by the National Short Ballot 
Organization, ceased publication with the April issue, and was con- 
solidated with the National Municipal Review in the May issue of the 
latter. Beginning with the February issue, the Review has contained 
a special section devoted to the "City Manager Movement," edited 
by Harrison Gray Otis, secretary of the City Managers' Association, 
and presenting information as to the progress of the movement and the 
experiences of cities operating under that system. The annual meeting 
of the National Municipal League will be held in Indianapolis, Novem- 
ber 17-19; discussion of the league's model state constitution will form 
part of the program. 

The eleventh annual meeting of the New York State Conference of 
Mayors and other city officials was held in Jamestown in July. 

In February a bureau of municipal research was established in 
Cleveland, under the auspices of the Welfare Federation of Cleveland, 
the board of trustees of which selects the controlling committee of the 
bureau. Mr. Leyton E. Carter, formerly assistant-secretary of the 
Civic League of Cleveland, is director of the bureau. Mr. G. A. 
Gessell has been made secretary of the Civic League, succeeding Mr. 
C. A. Dykstra, who in May resigned that post to become executive 
secretary of the Chicago City Club. 

The special joint committee on taxation and retrenchment, of the 
New York legislature, has recently made a report embodying the results 
of its investigation into the problem of the cost of city government. 8 
It gives eight causes for the increased cost and makes eleven recom- 
mendations for retrenchment. Besides recommendations on such sub- 

8 Taxation and Retrenchment: Report of the Special Joint Committee. State 
of New York, Legislative Document No. 80, 1920, 155 pp. 
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jects as those of budgets, pensions, purchasing, taxation and assessment, 
and educational administration, it makes definite recommendations 
with respect to the general structure of municipal government, advo- 
cating the centralization of all executive functions under a single execu- 
tive officer directly responsible to the electors, and the conceding of 
a wide latitude to local authorities in prescribing internal departmental 
organization. 

A municipal reference library has recently been established by the 
Toledo commission of publicity and efficiency, which is an agency of 
the city government. The librarian of the city library has made the 
office of the commission a branch library for books on municipal govern- 
ment and related subjects; in addition the commission collects pamphlet 
materials, reports and magazines relating to municipal matters. The 
Toledo City Journal, a weekly periodical which has been published by 
the commission for about five years, is one of the most useful among 
municipal journals. A bureau of municipal efficiency and economy 
has recently been established in Sacramento, Calif. This commission 
is composed of thirty unsalaried members appointed and removable 
at pleasure by the city commission. Its duties are "to investigate both 
the social and economic conditions and the efficiency and best manage- 
ment of the city, with a view to promote the economy and efficiency 
of its administration." The Alameda Municipal Journal is one of 
the newest municipal publications. It is to be published monthly 
and distributed free to every home in the city. Its declared object 
is to keep each resident "posted, in readable form .... on the 
work and progress of the various departments functioning under the 
city government." 

Public Business — the bimonthly publication of the Detroit Bureau 
of Governmental Research — contains in its issue for July 15, 1920, 
a useful "partial list of citizen and semi-official organizations" devoted, 
in part, to investigation and reporting upon problems of governmental 
— municipal, primarily — organization and administration. 

Miscellaneous Items. In April of the year Mayor Hoan, the 
wellknown Socialist mayor of Milwaukee, was reelected. At the same 
election 14 Socialists and 17 nonpartisans were elected to the council. 

An interesting recall election was recently held in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and brought out the largest number of voters that had ever 
taken part in a municipal election in that city. The movement for 
the recall was in first instance instigated by an anti-administration 



